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1. Language is the ability to use speech to communicate.

2. Language is (also) the speech of a particular nation or group of
people !
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If you get up early in Rome you see thing you are not suppose to
see: a gladiator spooning down a pot of yogurt before starting a long
day.

There is an un feasible number of cats at large in eternal city. And they
are tended to by long established army of cat feeders mainly women.

Early in the morning the "gattare” cat-ladies can be seen on street
corners, among the ruins of grave stones, tenderly dishing up plates of
chopped spaghetti with turkey bits or emptying cat food on to china
plates.

The cat ladies are part of the city. They range from the elegant
diplomat's wife type to housewives animal-loving expats, sentimental
teen-agersandlonely bag ladies.

Judging by plums, glossy appearance of average Roman stray
cat (of which there are thought to be 200,000) there is no shortage of
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catladies.

These days they are providing far more than food. Mo Roman
maoggy would miss the defleaing, jabbing and mollycoddling on offer.
At Torre Argentina, the terminus of the number & tram, near the spot
where Julius Caesar was stabbed by Brutus, hordes of stray cats
lounge around amongthe remains of an ancienttemple.

Here the cat ladies have become so organized they run a cat adoption
website with mugshots of the cats on offer.

Across the city, in the shadow of the Pyramid of Caius Costius, is the
Protestant cemetery, where Keats and Shelley are buried. Here maore
cats gather, tails up, to meet Matilde Talli who turns up every morning
at 7230 to look after her feline friends.

Thanks to donations from the Anglo-ltalian Society for the Protection of
Animals, the cats who live atthe pyramid even have a shed full of lined
baskets to ensure they sleep well. In the winter, steam rises from the
shed'scatflaps as all 80 huddle inside.

Cats are almost as sacred here as cows are inIndia.

The law of Lazio, the region around Rome, gives stray cats the right to
stay wherever they are born.

Stray cats are protected as "biocultural heritage™ and Romans are
obliged to make sure they are fed and given medical assistance. Cats
cannot be putdown unless they have incurable diseases or are in pain
butthey can be neutered or spayed. The local government provides the
senvice for free, and regular checkups thereafter. [The Gaurdian Mews
Senice 13, November 2004]
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As 50000 people marched through Porto Alegre, in southern

Brazil, to mark the opening of the annual World Social Forum on
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developing countries’issues. The report from ActionAid was set to
highlightthat how power in the world’s food industry has become
concentratedin a few hands.

Thereport says that 30 companies, now account for a third of
the world's processed food; five companies control 75% of the global
pesticide market.

It finds that two companies dominate sales of half the world's
bananas, three 85% trade of the world's tea, and one, Walmar, now
controls 40% of Mexico's retail food sector. It also found that Monsanto
controls 91% of the global GM seed market.

Household names like Mestle, Monsanto, Unilever, Tesco,
Walmanr, Bayer and Cargill are all said to have expanded hugely in
size, power and influence in the past decade directly because of the
trade liberalization policies being advanced by the USA and other G3
countries whose leaders are meetingthis weekin Davos.

“Awave of mergers and business alliances has concentrated
market power in few hands,"the report says.

It accuses the companies of shutting local companies out of
the market, driving down prices, setting international and domestic
trade rules to suitthemselves, imposing tough standards that poor
farmers cannot meet, and charging consumers mare.

The report says that the 85% of all the recent fines imposed
on global cartels were paid by agri-food companies, with three of them
forced to pay out 500million US dollars to settle price fixing laws uits.

The ActionAid report argues that many food behemoths are
wealthier than the countries in which they do their business. Mestle, it

says, recorded profits greater than Ghana's GDF in 2002, Unilever

&9
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L0 (51
profits were a third larger than the national income of Mozambique and
Walmart profits are bigger than the economies of both countries
combined. The companies are also said to be taking advantage of the
collapsein farm price. Price for coffee, cocoa, rice, palm oil and sugar
have fallen by more than 50% in the past 20 years. [Dawn, 29 Jan.
2005]
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Haorrified by the devastation of the war, countries were inspiredto come
together and work toward peace. They formed a new organization, the
League of Mations, to achieve that goal. The League would last from
1920 to 1946 and have a total of 63 member nations through its
history, including some of the world's greatest powers: France, the
United Kingdom, Italy, Japan, Germany, and the Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics. Butthe League had two major flaws. First, several

of the world's most powerful countries were not members, most
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notably, the United States. Second, League members proved unwilling
to oppose aggression by Japan, Italy, and Germany in the 1930s. This
agaression ultimately led to World War Il (1939-1945). In the end, the
Leaguefailedin its most basic mission, to prevent anotherwaorld war.
Despite this failure, the idea of a league did not die. The first
commitment to create a new organization came in 1941, when U.5.
president Franklin D. Roosevelt and British prime minister Winston
Churchill signed the Atlantic Charter, in which they pledged to work
toward a more effective system to keep world peace and promote
cooperation. In 1942 representatives of the Allies-the World War ||
coalition of 26 nations fighting against Germany and Japan-signed a
Declaration by United Mations accepting the principles of the Atlantic
Charter. The declaration includedthe first formal use of the term United
Mations, a name coined by President Roosevelt. A year later, four of
the Allies-the United States, the United Kingdom, the Soviet Union, and
China-agreedto establish a general international organization. The four
countries met in 1944 at the Dumbarton QOaks estate in Washington,
D.C., and drafted a charter for the new organization. They called the
new league the United Mations. But they still could not agree to certain
details, such as membership andvoting rights.

[Microsoft Encarta Encyclopedia 2004, United Mations\Creation of The
United Mafions]

Wilson's belief in international cooperation through an association of
nations led to the creation of the League of Mations and ultimately to
the United Mations. For his efforts inthis direction, he was awardedthe
1919 Mobel Prize for peace. More than any president before him,

Wilson was responsible forincreasing United States participationin

AA
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world affairs
Feference: Microsoft Encarta Encyclopedia 2004

Wilson (Thomas) WoodrowiIntroduction
The UM recognized itwould not be successfulunless ithadthe ongoing
support of the world's most powerful countries. The organization took
several steps to ensure that support. To encourage continued U.S.
involvement, the UM placed its headgquarers in Mew York City. To
reassure the world's most powerful countries that it would not threaten
their sovereignty, the UM gave them veto authority over its most
important actions. Five countries received this veto power: the United
States, Britain, France, the Soviet Union, and China. (Russia inherited
the Soviet Union's veto after the breakup of that country in 1991.)
Corigin of the LIN:
The concept of a union of all nations for preservation of the peace was
at least as old as the League of Nations, which had failed primarily to
prevent WiWll because it lacked the membership of the LS. After the
LS entered WWIl in Dec. 1941, president Roosevelt initiated a series
of international conferences with the aim of establishing a new league
of which the US would be aleading member. [The Encyclopedia

AMERICANA 1929-1953 Volume 27, pg.304]
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